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Important Dates 

 

School Closes: 

Friday 15th February 

  

Return to 

school: 

Monday 
25th February 

  
  

  

  

Easter Holiday:  

School closes 

Friday 29th March  
School reopens: 
Monday 15th April 

  

Easter Weekend 

Holiday:  

Closed Friday 19th 
April and Monday 

22nd April  
  

Training Days: 

Broomfield and 

Windmill: 

Monday 10th June 
Wednesday 26th 
June 

Rodillian: 

Monday 22nd July  
Tuesday 23rd July 

Wednesday 24th July  
 

School Dinners: 

£2.35 per day  
£11.75 per week 

Other sites may vary 
  

  

  

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself as Head 

of School.  Having worked as a Senior Leader for a number of 

years, I joined Broomfield in January and it has been a privilege 

getting to know the students, staff and school community. 

 I feel excited and proud to undertake this role and I am 

passionate about working with young people who have additional 

needs and enabling them to fulfil their potential.  I believe that 

learning should be creative, exciting and personalised and should 

develop positive relationships and a climate of respect.   

Broomfield is a vibrant happy and successful school where the 

needs of our learners are paramount.  I am committed to building 

on the many strengths of our school and to making it an even 

better place for your children to learn. 

I hope that we will have a positive future working together to 

ensure all children have positive learning experiences and are 

prepared for adult life.  

Have a lovely half term.                          

 
Kathryn Bryan, Head of School 

 

 
Do we have your most up to date phone number for our 
texting service? If not please send it, in after the 
holidays. We would let you know through our texting 
service if we are closed when the snow is bad etc. so it 
helps if we have the right number. 

I know from your feedback that some of the students and 

parents were a little disappointed that we have stopped our 

weekly news sheet, so you are getting a bumper edition today! 

We intend to continue this at the end of each half term. Hope 

you enjoy. As always it has been a busy half term and your 

children and young people have been working really hard 

and making great progress, as you will see on the following 

pages. 

Michelle Wilman – Executive Principal.  
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P1 have had a busy half term, they have all enjoyed our 
sensory exploration sessions in the sensory corner. We have 
been learning to use the switches to control the equipment 
and make the light flash on and off. We have done some hard 
work with our physio goals and developed our skills so we can 

access and explore more of school and our 
classroom.  
Next term we will be learning about 'me, you, 
everybody'. We will be experiencing and hearing 
lots of rhymes about our bodies. Pupils will be 
having opportunities to engage in sensory massage 
and explore using all their senses. I'm sure we will 
get very messy in our learning too! 

 
 

 
 

 

P2 have had lots of investigation this half term.  We have been learning about Rainforests and many 
of the different animals that live there.  We have being investigating the different animals from the 
forest levels of the forest including the forest floor (mark making with different animals  and 
exploring different texture within sensory trays), found . We have enjoyed painting and printing, 
explored collage with different materials and textures and made tree bark printing for our rainforest 
display. We have also enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year, exploring the skills of using different 
utensils such as chopsticks, tasting Chinese snack foods, listening and moving to Chinese music, 
exploring the contrasting textures of noodles, rice, prawn crackers. Next half term we are looking 
forward to exploring and learning about different Spring Celebrations, including Pancake Day (Shrove 
Tuesday), Holi and Mother’s Day as well as looking for signs of Spring. We will explore these 
celebrations through sensory play, music, tasting and investigation of new foods, baking and music, 
whilst participating in exploration of objects relating to different cultures. We will continue to 
develop communication through the use of PECS, Intensive Interaction and Makaton. In addition, 
next half term P2 will have the opportunity to go to Middleton Equestrian Centre. The children will 
learn the basic skills to ride, along with some animal care and stable management. Please make sure 
you have signed and returned the consent forms to ensure that your child is included in these 
activities. 
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Wow! What an amazing half term we have had in P3! We have been exploring the rainforest 
and the different animals you can meet at the rainforest. We have made a collages and craft 
for a great collection of animals like lions, bears, monkeys and snakes! Also, we have worked 
on our independence like learning how to brush our teeth or getting ready for swimming 
lessons. Finally, we have had lots of fun learning together and interacting with each other. 
Our teachers are very proud of us!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
P4 have been ice skating this half term, we had the best time as you can see in our photos! 

We4  have had a fantastic half term learning all about the animals who live in the rainforest. 
We have learnt new songs and know the sounds of some animals. We have had fun 
exploring different fabrics, scents and instruments. 
Next half term our topic is spring, we will be learning about baby farm animals and we might 
even visit them. We also have Zoolab visiting on the 20th March which is very exciting.  
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P5 have had an action packed half term.  We have been learning about Rainforests and many of the different 
animals that live there.   We’ve been on a leopard hunts (finding toy leopards hiding in all sorts of sensory 
trays), found toy snakes and spiders in sand, oats, hay and other sensory materials and explored animals that 
hide in the trees and foliage. We have enjoyed painting and butterfly printing, explored collage with different 
materials and textures and made tree bark rubbings for our rainforest display. We have also enjoyed learning 
about Chinese New Year, exploring the sounds that Chinese chopsticks and a gong make, tasting Chinese snack 
foods, listening and moving to Chinese music, attempting Chinese writing and exploring the contrasting 
textures of noodles, rice, prawn crackers. Next half term we are looking forward to exploring and learning 
about different Spring Celebrations, including Mardi Gras / Carnival, Holi and Mother’s Day.  As always we will 
explore these festivals through music, sensory experience, tasting and touching a whole range of artefacts from 
cultures around the world.  Developing communication through these experiences is always our priority as we 
continue to use PECS, Intensive Interaction and Makaton to support our learning each day. Additionally, on a 
rotation basis, all pupils in P5 will have the opportunity to join with other groups to go to Middleton Equestrian 
Centre over the next 2 half terms.  They will have opportunities to ride a horse and be taught basic horse care 
and stable maintenance skills.  Please make sure you sign and return the consent forms when they come home 
to enable us to include your child in these activities. 

 

 
 

As part of our topic work about rainforests, we have looked at animals and the different 
habitats that they live in. We have worked in pairs to make dioramas of a range of different 
habitats including rainforests. Children have then thought about animals found in each 
habitat and how they are adapted to survive.  
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It has been a very exciting half term for P7 as we were lucky enough to go Ice skating in Millennium 
Square and attend a Judo workshop, along with this we also welcomed a new friend into our class, 
Jian. We have been exploring our current theme of Rainforests and learning all about the different 
animals that live there and how life in the rainforest is different to ours. We have introduced a new 
snack time which involves us going to the student kitchen to make toast, crumpets and even bagels. 
This is really helping us build up our independence and life skills and also encouraged us to try 
different foods that we may not be used to. We have enjoyed weekly Makaton sessions linked to the 
stories we are learning about and we are all getting really good at recognising the signs for all the 
different animals. Some pupils have enjoyed rebound sessions whilst others have showed real 
improvement in their own personal physical targets such as walking or fine motor skills. Next half 
term we will continue to explore our rainforest theme and we will look forward to a trip out towards 
the end of the term to see some of the animals we have been learning all about.  
 

 
 

This term we have been enjoying learning about rainforests and finding out about the 
amazing animals that live there.  We have helped to retell the story of The Great Kapok Tree, 

set in the Amazon rainforest.  We have enjoyed working as a class to complete tasks 
associated with the story.  We have all been enthusiastic about making jungle boxes and 

selection of animals for display.  We have been comparing the size of animals and doing lots 
of counting.  We all loved joining in with Judo and spending time on the play bus.  Next half 

term we will be focussing on rainforests in Australia using the book, Where the Land 
Meets the Sea. 
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In Miss Garner’s Maths group the children have been learning about multiplication and counting in 
steps of 2, 5 and 10.  They’ve had great fun playing ‘Whack-a-mole’ on the interactive whiteboard. In 
Miss Garner’s English group the children have been listening and interacting with stories set in the 
rainforest.  The children have been able to recount key parts of the stories, sequence the stories, 
order sentences and practice their fine motor skills when creating artwork related to the story.  We 
also put on a puppet show! In the afternoons B2 have been learning about animals from different 
countries, festival and events that have been going on (we tried haggis for Burns night!), making 
PowerPoint presentations in the computer suite, learning to play tennis, singing Spanish songs and 
playing with each other.  We  also had a judo lesson! Next half term we’re looking forward to 
continuing our work on rainforests, learning how to play volleyball and learning 
about the seasons.  Miss Garner’s Maths group are going 
to be focussing on money after the holidays. 

 

       

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
This half term in B1, we have really enjoyed our topic on the Rainforest. We have been learning 
about the different layers found in a rainforest (emergent layer, understory layer, canopy and the 
forest floor) and have looked at the animals that live in the different layers. We have learned about 
reptiles, amphibians, mammals and birds and can now tell give examples of each.  
In English, we have enjoyed learning about Bear Grylls and the amazing adventures that he goes on. 
Some of us have been very squeamish about the wild things that he does! one of our task has been 
to understand why instructions are important. We built a 4 man tent in our classroom as a team and 
this helped us with giving instructions and team work. In 'Show and Tell' time we have been inviting 
Windmill pupils to listen to us talk about our toys. They have enjoyed asking questions and getting to 
know us. In Science, we have been looking at other animals and their habitats and have made our 
own scenes. In ICT, B1 have been learning how to use the programming software Scratch to move 
icons around on a screen by giving a set of instructions. On Thursdays, at lunch time, Year 6 Windmill 
pupils have been helping us to do this and we have learnt so much from them! Next half term we will 
continue to look at Rainforests and will be creating some of our own tasks and trials and may even 
challenge each other to taste something disgusting! We can't wait! 
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Over the last half term in S1 we have been learning about the rainforest and the animals 
who live there. We have told sensory stories about the Rainforest using sound, touch, taste, 
smell, action and puppet play. One of our favourites was the story Tico Tango, about a 
cheeky parrot who steals fruit from the other animals. Here are Becky and Theo with Tico, 
he is a bit of a rascal but is very friendly! Ellen said the scariest animal was the snake, we 
have had a moving toy snake that crawls around the class!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PE - It’s been a very active time in S1, some of our pupils take part in the daily/weekly mile 
walk round the playground and are doing really well with this! Other pupils are getting more 
active in walkers, doing physio routines. We are a great team in S1 and love playing 
parachute football together!  Next half term we will be learning about Spring: new life, 
animals and Spring Celebrations. We are planning to get out and about with some outdoor 
visits.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

This half term in S2, we have been undertaking a series of activities based around the 
Rainforest. We have been looking at the layers of a rainforest and exploring all the different 
animals that are found there; as well as getting messy and making our own. Pupils have also 
been categorising animals into; birds, reptiles, mammals and amphibians. 
As part of our enriching curriculum, we took a trip to Leeds City Museum, where we were 
able to get up close to some of the animals we’ve been looking at in pictures. 
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For the first half of the Spring term, our topic has been rainforests.  We have looked at The 
Great Kapok Tree and Rumble in The Jungle as our stories.  Together we have made an 
Orang-utan for the school display in the hall and we have also made a Tiger! We have 
enjoyed exploring the animals of the rainforest; their sounds, the way they look and where 
they live. Ethan has done really well this term learning lots of new animal names and 
Nicholas has enjoyed looking at all the different animals that live in the rainforest! 
Everybody enjoyed tasting some of the tropical fruits that also come from the rainforest. 
However, when it comes to food, I think the whole class really enjoyed exploring and tasting 
some foods that were linked to the celebration of Chinese New Year! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This half term S4 have taken part in a Sports Hall Athletics trip. All pupils took part in a range 
of events and they received a certificate for their participation.  
We had the chance to go Ice Skating to The Cube in Leeds where the pupils learnt how to 
stand, balance and go forward on the ice. They had lots of fun using the snowmen and 
penguins to help with balance and then a few pupils branched out and skated on their own!  
This half term we had a Judo coach who came in to deliver a taster session of Judo. The 
pupils did lots of different exercises and then learnt how to lock and hold in position on the 
floor. They had a great fun doing this and shouting all the chants!  
Next half term we will be carrying on with our Topic of the Rainforest.  
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This term S5 have been learning about the Egyptians and Romans. Pupils have created props 
for their performance ‘Rocking Romans’ which will take place at the end of spring term. 
Pupils have also taken part in a variety of P.E activities including Ice Skating, Judo and some 
have even started attending John Charles gym. Pupils are walking up to Asda on a weekly 
basis as part of our Money topic and have been learning to total amounts of money and 
identify the change from a given note. Pupils have also practised their road safety skills and 
stranger danger awareness. We have also had some special recognitions in class; Kieran and 
Vera learnt sewing for the very first time, Madock took part in Judo and listened to 
instructions from an unfamiliar adult and Dylan learnt to bounce a basketball whilst 
travelling with control. Next term we will be continuing with our Roman topic and pupils will 
be creating clay pottery in Art. S5 will also be taking part in World Book Day as Reading 
Ambassadors and will read to younger students around school.  

 

 
 
 

Students in S6 learnt about the Amazon Rainforest. They 
enjoyed finding out facts about the animals through stories, 
songs, and art activities. Lessons in the sensory room provided a 
stimulating environment to learn about various animals, their 
habitats, and the tropical climate. Students acted out their 
favourite parts of rainforest stories using drama, music and 
dance. We prepared a trip to Tropical World by making 
binoculars and writing lists of what we needed for the 
adventure. In Design & Technology lessons students created 
snakes, crocodiles and butterflies to 
use as story props and for class 
displays. This fun activity helped 
students to develop their problem 
solving skills. Students are continuing 
with the topic next term and will find 
out why it is so important to look 
after and save the rainforest. 
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In S7 this half term students have been learning all about the Ancient Egyptians. Students 
have learnt about mummification. They have also been busy rehearsing for a play called 
Rocking Romans. 
In PSHE students have learnt about peer pressure, role models and alcohol.  
Students have been reading Escape from Pompeii in English and in maths students have 
covered division and multiplication, shapes and properties of shapes and position and 
movement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
This half term S8 have been studying life during 

the time of the Roman Empire. We have 
focussed on an event that happened on the 

24th August 79AD when Mount Vesuvius 
erupted and destroyed the cities of 

Herculaneum and Pompeii. Students have 
looked at how many citizens of these cities 

believed that the Roman god Vulcan was angry 
and began offering sacrifices whilst others 

understood that nature was responsible and 
that immediate evacuation would give them the 
best chance of survival. S8 have also been busy 

preparing for our drama production which gives a light hearted 
historical perspective on the Roman invasion of Britain. Lots of lines to 
learn, costumes and props to be made. We will of course let you know 

the date of our performance. We have had a martial arts expert in 
school and S8 took part in a Judo (meaning “gentle way”) session. 

Students learnt how to perform rapid recall of chants to signify when 
they needed to change stance and to safely lock and hold opponents 

on the ground. A great deal of fun was had. 
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Another busy half term has come to 
an end and I do hope you are all 
looking forward to the half term 
break. This term S9 have been 
exploring the sights, sounds and 
tastes of the Rainforests, which 
includes contributing to the classroom 
environment, and recreating a familiar story 
using sensory material.  
S9 weekly Educational visit has been to a local 
allotment, the students have been preparing the 
ground for planting in late spring and harvesting 
winter vegetables to use in our weekly cooking 
lesson.  
S9 was given the opportunity to go Ice skating at 
The Cube in Millennium square, this was an amazing experience. 

 
 

 
 
KS3 students had the opportunity to visit Leeds Mandir where they: listened to Hindu 
stories, saw beautiful statues and witnessed Hindu worship. We were very proud of all 
students who were exceptionally respectful, polite and calm.  
A group of students continue to sing in the ‘One Accord Choir’ in Meanwood and Jackie from 
‘One Accord’ comes into school each Friday to teach all the class 
to sing and sign new songs. The choir will be performing in a 
concert in Wakefield in March. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In ASDAN and PSD KS 4 students had the opportunity to interview professionals from the 
Careers service and The National Health Service. The questions they asked were very 
insightful and visitors commented how much they enjoyed meeting our students. 
To support our studies next half term, we are looking forward to visiting: The Magistrates 
court to support the Beliefs and Values module, ‘Crime and Punishment’; Leeds Job Centre 
for the ASDAN module World of Work’; and Leeds Discovery Centre for research into the 
Romans which is our Humanities topic.  
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In Post 16 this term students have had the opportunity to meet with new people who will 
support them on their Pathway to adulthood. These include Helen Pierse from the college 
School Liaison Team who came to talk to Post-16 about their college options when they 
leave school. 
Sinead O'Reilly the Education and Employment Coordinator for People Matters who came to 
talk to students about activities they could get involved with in their leisure time. She sent 
this message to the students following her visit. 
“Thank you very much for allowing me to come in and speak to the pupils, I always enjoy 
visiting Broomfield. Will you let your pupils know that I left with hundreds of ideas about 
activities and have fed back to the group leaders about what young people want and so I 
would like to say a big thank you.” 

 
 
A group of Post 16 also visited the job centre and Aspire 
Igen. They got a tour round and spoke to the staff about 
the support they can receive there.  
 
 
 
 

 
Post 16 students are also enjoying their work option this term 
‘Hair and Beauty” and have been learning new skills in our Hair 
and Beauty room.  
 
Our ASDAN module this term is’ The Community’. Students 
researched organisations that support our local community and 
decided on one they would like to support further. They visited 
South Leeds Food Bank to take down the donations they had 
collected. Staff weighed the food and said this would provide 
30 meals for local people. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
 
As part of this module Post 16 students are organising further 
fundraising events after half-term. They are doing a special Comic 
Relief assembly on the 15th March with Broomfield’s own stand-up 
comics going against the laugh –o-metre! All money raised will go to 
comic relief and hopefully a lot of laughs in the process.      

 
 

 
 
 

Whist we can’t always include a photo of every child, If you would like your child’s photo to appear 
on these newsletters in future you may want to consider updating the photographic consent we 
hold in school.  Photos can only be included if we hold consent for ‘website and prospectus’ 


